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Is Chicago Ready for Change? Exploring New Models for Immigration Court and 
Access to Counsel For Immigrants
DRAFT Agenda
Monday, November 3, 2014
1:00 pm – 5:00 pm
Union League Club of Chicago

I.           Welcome, Symposium Overview								1:00-1:10pm

II.          Introduction of Hon. Robert A. Katzmann							1:10-1:15pm

III.        Keynote Address by Hon. Robert A. Katzmann	                    				1:15-1:45pm
       	
IV.      	Panel 1: The New York Immigrant Family Unity Project, the Chicago Area
    Landscape, and Challenges and Opportunities for Local Changes		1:45-3:00pm
Panelists: Oren Root, Vera Institute of Justice; Karen Lundgren, ICE Chief Counsel, 
Chicago; Keren Zwick, National Immigrant Justice Center (NIJC)
Moderator: Geoff Heeren, Valparaiso University Law School

This panel will explore the impact that the groundbreaking New York Immigrant Family Unity Project, the first public defender program in the country for detained immigrants facing deportation, has had on adjudication of cases at New York’s Varick Street Immigration Court.  The panel will provide an overview of the Chicago detained immigration court system and discuss opportunities and challenges for improvements in Chicago.

V.           Break                                                                                        					3:00-3:15pm 

VI.	 Panel 2: The Critical Need for Strengthening the Immigration Court System 
    and Models for Change								3:15-4:30pm
Panelists:  Juan Osuna, Executive Office for Immigration Review; Hon. Richard A. 
Posner, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit; Hon. Ann C. Williams, 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit; Mary Meg McCarthy, NIJC
Moderator: Lisa Palumbo, LAF

This panel will address additional immigration court needs, highlighting models and proposals for change, including Federal Court improvement initiatives and additional Immigration Court efforts.  The panel will discuss how such models and proposals would apply to broader efforts to strengthen the immigration system.  

VII.       Discussion: Next Steps									4:30-5:00pm

Reception to Follow
image1.jpg




