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FALL 2013
WEEK 9
READING QUESTIONS
United States v. Palestine Liberation Organization
1. What is the Anti-Terrorism Act of 1987?  What was it designed to do?   With what international agreement does it seem to conflict
2. What is a court to do when a statute and a treaty (both supreme law) seem to conflict?
3. Do you think the court’s decision gives the intended effect to the statute?
United States v. Alvarez-Machain
1. What did Alvarez allegedly do and how did he get before a US court?
2. What is the Frisbie-Ker doctrine and how should it apply to this case?
3. What is the doctrine of specialty?
4. Is he majority’s approach to treaty interpretation consistent with VCLoT and Air France?
Sosa v. Alvarez-Machain 
1. How did Alvarez’s case end up before the Supreme Court again?  On what laws is he relying in his suit against he United States?
2. Can the alien tort statute give rise to a cause of action?
3. Under what circumstances is the Supreme Court willing to recognize causes of action for torts committed in violation of international law?
4. Is the Court’s account in this case of what happened to Alvarez consistent with its description of what happened to him in Alvarez-Machain?
5. What would remain of the Alien Tort Statute if the Court had followed the reasoning of Justice Scalia’s dissent?
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