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Reading Questions
Week 5
Nicaragua v. U.S. Part III
1. What is the Connally Reservation?
2. What is the consequence of the Connally Reservation, according to Justice Lauterpacht (and Justice Schwebel)?

3. Why do you think the United States did not rely on the Connally Reservation?  

4. Do you agree with Justice Schwebel about the consequences of the Connally Reservation?  Do you think those consequences follow whether or not the U.S. relies on the Connally Reservation in any particular case?
General Comment 24
1. What problem is the HRC seeking to address?

2. Why permit countries to enter reservations with respect to human rights instruments?

3. How does the HRC suggest that it ought to be determined whether or not a particular reservation to the Covenant is permissible? What sources of law does it consult?
4. Which types of reservations would the HRC deem invalid?

5. In what ways does the HRC contend that human rights treaties are different from other treaties and how does it propose that the mechanism for determining the validity of reservations be amended to take those differences into account? [See ¶¶ 17ff.] Do you agree with the HRC’s reasoning?
Voigt, The Role of General Principles in International Law
1. What is the significance, according to Voigt, of Higgins’ distinction between law as rules vs. law as a normative system?
2. How do general principles differ from treaty and customary rules with respect to the role of state consent in their formation?
3. In what ways are general principles indeterminate?
4. What purposes do general principles serve in relation to treaty law?
