Draft Schedule February 11, 2014

So Much Great Fruit: 
Lutheran Perspectives on Contemporary Legal Issues
In recent years, persons from many religious traditions around the world have started examining and critiquing secular law from the perspective of their own theology and religious traditions.  This goal of this conference is to begin a conversation among American Lutheran theologians, pastors, lawyers, and judges about how the Lutheran tradition does and should inform critical issues of law and justice for our world. The conference will consider how Lutheran judges find their work informed by their faith, and explore a range of issues from environmental protection to family law where Lutheran voices can make a distinctive contribution to secular law-making. 
Tentative schedule:

Thursday March 27, 2013   
Opening Plenary, 5 -6:30 PM
Lutheran Judges:  How Does My Faith Affect My Judging? 

Slavica Jakelić, Assistant Professor of Humanities and Social Thought, Christ College, Valparaiso University (Moderator)
Hon. Humes Franklin, Circuit Judge, 25th Judicial District of Virginia (retired)

Hon. David R. Minge, Judge, Minnesota Court of Appeals (retired) and former Congressman for the Second District of Minnesota

Hon. Christopher Nuechterlein, federal magistrate judge for the Northern District of Indiana 

Hon. Rebecca Pallmeyer, federal district judge for the Northern District of Illinois 
Reception
Dinner for presenters
Friday, March 28, 2013
SESSION 1  (plenary) 8:30-10:15 AM  Church, State and Political Life in Western Culture 
Edward Engelbrecht, The Public-Private Distinction in the Lutheran Reformation and the Law of Privacy Today

Robert Benne, How Should Modern Lutherans Try to Shape Secular Law? 
Svend Andersen (by Skype), The Legal Framework of Lutheran Churches – an Historical, European Perspective

John Stumme, Notes on Church and State
Heath Carter, Valparaiso University Department of History (Moderator/Respondent)
Session 2:  10:30-12:00  Breakout sessions
Breakout A:  Creation and Conflict:  Lutheran Responses
Mary Gaebler, Luther’s Theologies of the Eucharist & Vocation and the Practice of “Fracking”--an Attack on the Created Order?
Ronald Duty, Water Rights in the American Southwest and Lutheran Theology 
James Childs Military Chaplains and the Law

Per Anderson, Concordia College, Moorhead (Moderator/Respondent)
Breakout B  Government, Individuals and Responsibility 
Susan Martyn, Fiduciary Duty As a Study of Luther’s View of the Purpose of the Law
Patrick Keifert and Marie Failinger, The Third Use of the Law and the Effort to Establish a Constitutional Right to the Means to Live

Kirsi Stjerna (by Skype), A Lutheran Feminist Critique of American Child Protection Laws: Sins of Sexual Nature.
Robert Kolb, Concordia Seminary—St. Louis (Moderator/Respondent)
12:15—1:30 Lunch and Keynote Speaker Martin Marty 
Session 3 (plenary)  1:45-3:30 p.m.   Global Human Rights and Responsibilities: Comparative Perspectives
Victor Thasiah, Human Rights and Lutheran Political Theology in Post-Genocide Rwanda.
Leopoldo Sanchez, Lutheran Theology and Comprehensive Immigration Reform
Richard  Perry African Americans and Secular Law: A Paradoxical Relationship.
Ibrahim Bitrus, Disturbing Unjust Peace in Contemporary Nigeria:  Contributions of Legal Reforms and the Church
Faisal Kutty, Valparaiso University Law School (Moderator/Respondent)
SESSION 4 (plenary) 3:45-5:15  Sexuality, Marriage and Family
Gary Simpson, Sexuality, Marriage, and Luther’s Ciceronian Approach to Natural Law Reasoning
Bradley Wendel, Lutheran Hermeneutics and Constitutional Interpretation of Sexuality, Marriage and Family Issues
Wanda Deifelt:  Luther’s Two Kingdoms:  Citizenship and Global Responsibility in an Age of Sex Trafficking and AIDS
Cristina Traina, Northwestern University (Moderator/Respondent)
Closing Remarks 5:15-5:30  Ronald Duty and Marie Failinger
