[bookmark: _GoBack]The available estate planning techniques range from the very simple, such as annual exclusion gifts to trusts for junior family members to more complex, but well-known techniques such as a GRAT and finally to the sophisticated and infrequently used techniques such as zeroed out charitable lead trusts funded with a financial assets that produce income taxed as the lowest possible income tax rates. Almost every sophisticated estate planning professional is familiar with the menu of estate planning techniques, ranging from the simple through the sophisticated and finally to the highly complex.  But, familiarity with the menu of available estate planning techniques is but one small part of the process.  The preparation of a complete estate planning proposal not only requires familiarity with the range of available estate planning techniques, but the analytical ability to evaluate each individual’s unique situation in order to decide upon the most appropriate estate planning technique or combination of estate planning techniques to use for that particular individual. This lecture will address how a complete estate planning analysis requires that the estate planner not only consider how to maximize the estate planning benefits and minimize risks, but also evaluate the potential for income tax savings and take into account the individual’s personal and financial objectives.   



