CONTRACTS
PROFESSOR TELMAN
FALL 2013
EXERCISE 1
You should come to the first class prepared to discuss the following hypotheticals.  You may find it valuable to write out answers to that you can practice identifying issues, stating a rule and applying the rules to the fact patterns.  In this case, as we have not yet started the course, you do not know what rules are applicable, but it is still valuable to formulate a rule and test it out in various situations, since that is the way the common law develops.
1. Harold calls up his buddy Kumar to ask if he wants to go to the 8 PM showing of Turbo at the local Cinemark.  Kumar says, “That’s the theater next to the White Castle, right?”  “No,” Harold says.  “There’s no White Castle there.”  “Oh, okay,” says Kumar.  
Harold shows up at 8 PM at the Cinemark.  Kumar does not show up.  Harold watches the movie, but all those snails just make him hungry, so he drives to his favorite restaurant.  There, he finds Kumar passed out under a pile of slider wrappers.  Harold is incensed, claiming that Kumar broke a solemn contract to go to the movie with him.
Has Kumar breached a contract with Harold?  Does he owe Harold anything?
2. Gallant calls up his buddy Goofus to ask if he wants to go to the 8 PM showing of Elysium at the local Cinemark.  “Sure,” Goofus says.  “Okay,” says Gallant. “Don’t forget.” “Got it,” replies Goofus.  “8 PM.  Elysium.  Cinemark. I’ll see you there.”
Gallant shows up at the Cinemark at 7:45 PM.  There is a big crowd outside the theater.  Anxious that the 8 PM show might sell out, Gallant buys two tickets.  Meanwhile, Goofus has taken a break from playing beer pong and is entertaining his friends by seeing how many marshmallows he can jam in his mouth at one time.  
Gallant waits until 8:07 PM and then despairs.  He watches Elysium through tears of indignation.
Has Goofus breached a contract?  Does he owe Gallant anything?
3. Beavis calls up his buddy Butthead to ask if wants to go to the 8 PM showing of Kick-Ass 2 at the local Cinemark.  “Sure,” Butthead says.  “Okay,” says Beavis, “I’ll see you there.”  But then Beavis remembers the sad case of Goofus v. Gallant.  “Listen, Butthead,” says Beavis.  “There’s a chance it might sell out, so I’m going to go early and buy tickets for both of us.  Are you really going to come?”  “Dude,” replies Butthead, “I promise.”

Beavis performs.  He arrives of 7:55 PM, buys two tickets and waits for Butthead.  Butthead had been sincere when he promised Beavis that he would show up for the movie.  But then he read Anthony Lane’s withering review of the film in The New Yorker and decided it would be a waste of time.  

Has Butthead breached a contract?  Does he owe Beavis anything?
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